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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION 
FM:  CHAPIN SPENCER, DIRECTOR 
DATE:  OCTOBER 15, 2015 
RE:  PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MEETING 
           
Enclosed is the following information for the meeting on October 21, 2015 at 6:30 PM at 
645 Pine St – Main Conference Room  
 

1. Agenda 
2. Consent Agenda 
3. Germain St Parking 
4. 3-Way Stop Control At The Intersection Of Mansfield Ave & Loomis St 
5. 132 N. Winooski Ave – Life Safety Appeal of Code Enforcement Order/ Decision 

6. Minutes of 9-16-15  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Discrimination 

The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or 

religious affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status or genetic information.  The City is also 

committed to providing proper access to services, facilities, and employment opportunities.  For 

accessibility information or alternative formats, please contact Human Resources Department at 865-7145. 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To: Amy Bovee, Clerks Office 

From: Chapin Spencer, Director 

Date: October 15, 2015 

Re: Public Works Commission Agenda  
 

Please find information below regarding the next Commission Meeting. 
 

Date: October 21,  2015 

Time: 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

Place: 645 Pine St – Main Conference Room  
   

   A G E N D A  
 ITEM 
    

1  Call to Order – Welcome – Chair Comments 

   

2  Agenda 

    

3 10 Min Public Forum  

   

4 5 Min Consent Agenda 

  A Harrison Ave Parking 

  B State of Vermont Crosswalk Guidelines 
 

5 20 Min Germain Street Parking  

  A Communication, D. Roy 

  B Commissioner Discussion 

  C Public Comment 

  D Action Requested - Vote 
 

Non-Discrimination 
The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or religious 

affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital 

status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status or genetic information.  The City is also committed to providing 

proper access to services, facilities, and employment opportunities.  For accessibility information or alternative 

formats, please contact Human Resources Department at 865-7145. 
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6 15 Min 3-Way Stop Control At The Intersection of Mansfield Ave & Loomis St. 

  A Communication, D. Roy 

  B Commissioner Discussion 

  C Public Comment 

  D Action Requested - Vote 

   

7 25 Min 132 N. Winooski Ave. – Life Safety Appeal of Code Enforcement Order/Decision 

  A Oral Presentation, Code Enforcement 

  B Oral Presentation, Appellant 

  C Commissioner Discussion 

  D Public Comment 

  E Action Requested - Vote 

   

8 5 Min Draft Minutes of 9-16-15  

   

9 10 Min Director’s Report  

    

10 10 Min Commissioner Communications 

   

11  Executive Session for Appeal 

   

12  Adjournment & Next Meeting Date – November 18, 2015 
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BURLINGTON DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 

645 Pine Street 

(DVD of meeting may be on file at DPW) 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  Bob Alberry, Jim Barr, Tiki Archambeau, 

Solveig Overby, Chris Gillman, Tom Simon (arrived 7:30 p.m., 

Jeff Padgett. 

 

ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER - Commissioner Padgett called the meeting 

to order at 6:30 p.m.  He explained the new agenda and how the 

minutes were to be set up.  There are three departmental goals – 

operational excellence, exemplary customer service and culture 

of innovation.   

Public Forum is for people to talk on any subject.  The sign-up 

sheet has been updated.  There is a standard set up for each 

item and it is indicated whether if action is requested.   

 

ITEM 1 – AGENDA  

Commissioner Alberry requested that Item 4.E to be taken off 

consent agenda and added to the deliberative agenda as 4.1. 

 

ITEM 2 – PUBLIC FORUM 

Maryann Lesik of 300 South Union Street stated she feels a 

flashing light for pedestrians is needed at the rotary – 

Shelburne Street and Locust Street, North Willard and St. Paul 

on the north side of the street.  She is encouraging support of 

these lights. 

 

Mr. Bren Shippe came and supported the idea of flashing lights 

near the rotary.  He stated there was a van parked there with 

blocks sightlines for vehicle operators 

 

Claire Gestner stated she sent in an application for a handicap 

parking sign in front of 79 Archibald Street and would like to 

see action soon as parking in this area is terrible.  She has a 

hard time walking any distance from her car due to health 

issues.  Commissioner Barr asked if there could be a temporary 

sign and was informed by Mr. Baldwin that it would not be 

enforceable right away as there is a required notice period 

before the ordinance change goes into effect. 

 

Sharon Bushor, City Councilor, came and stated she was in 

support of Item 6.  She hopes for support on the consolidated 

parking proposal. 

 

Joan Shannon, City Councilor, came to talk about the parking on 

Sears Lane.  She stated from the railroad to Sears Lane there is 

a bend and there are no sightlines and parking at the bottom of 
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the street is unrealistic.  There are no sidewalks on the street 

and people walk in the road.  Speed has increased since the road 

was repaved.  She is glad we are taking up the issue of the 

rotary and the possibility of flashing lights as there are many 

near misses of accidents and a lot of kids cross there for 

schools.  

 

Bruce McDonald on Sears Lane – he sees kids and people going up 

and down the street all day when weather is nice as his shop’s 

garage door is open.  Parking on Sears Lane would narrow the 

traffic lane and jeopardize the people walking on the street 

especially the kids walking to and from school.  People are 

driving faster on the street. 

 

Karen Paul seconds Sharon Bushor’s comments on Item #6.  She 

stated that Martha Keenan had a good presentation on the Capital 

Plan.  Also rapid flashing lights at the rotary would be a great 

addition it would also warn motorists of pedestrians in 

crosswalks. 

 

 

ITEM 4 CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A.  New Accessible Space at 7 Canfield Street 
B.  New Accessible Space at 79 Archibald Street 
C.  Accessible Space removal at 194 So. Champlain St. 
D.  Accessible Space removal at 70 Rose Street 
E.  State of RFS Backlog 

 

Commissioner Alberry made a motion to accept. 

Commissioner Barr seconded. 

Unanimous Approval. 

 

ITEM 4.1 RELOCATION OF THREE ACCESSIBLE SPACES FOR NEW CCTA 

TRANSIT CENTER 

 

Commissioner Alberry stated that the handicap parking space was 

gone next to the sporting goods store and doesn’t recall the 

Commission acting on this change.  Mr. Baldwin stated he would 

look into this and get back to the Commission. 

 

Commissioner Archambeau made a motion to accept. 

Commissioner Alberry seconded. 

Unanimous approval. 

 

 

ITEM 5 – UNRESTRICTED PARKING ON SEARS LANE  

 

Martin Corsell requested unrestricted parking on the north side.  

Businesses were contacted and most do not want parking on the 
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street.  There is an eight foot parking lane open for 

pedestrians on the north side.  Mr. Baldwin explained that based 

on further review staff review there was no current parking 

prohibition on the street.  (See video) 

 

Commissioner Alberry made a motion to take no action on request. 

Commissioner Overby seconded. 

Unanimous approval. 

 

Commissioner Alberry moved to remove parking on both sides of 

street until the department can construct a continuous 

pedestrian facility along the street. 

Commissioner Simon seconded. 

Commissioner Archambeau stated it is a safety issue and is 

accepting the motion.  (See video for more discussion.) 

Commissioner Padgett stated he likes the design the east/west 

issue is creating confusion there is a motion to prohibit 

parking – like to see a sidewalk all the way and parking on the 

north side. 

Commissioner Barr suggested traffic calming devices be added. 

 

Commissioner Archambeau stated this was a friendly amendment.   

Commissioner Alberry seconded. 

 

Director Spencer asked for clarification that the motion would 

prohibit parking on both sides and direct staff to advance 

efforts to construct a sidewalk and/or install traffic calming 

features contingent on securing funding. 

Chair Padgett concurred. 

Commissioner Padgett asked for a vote on the amended motion. 

Commissioners Alberry, Barr, Padgett, Gillman and Simon voted 

affirmatively. 

Commissioners Archambeau and Overby opposed.   

 

ITEM 6 – PROCESS FOR CONCLUDING DOWNTOWN AND RESIDENTIAL PARKING 

STUDIES – Chapin Spencer 

 

Chapin Spencer reviewed the proposed process for the four 

studies underway – a Downtown Parking Study, a Residential 

Parking Study, a TDM Action Plan and a report on parking 

requirements for downtown development.    City Council passed a 

resolution at their last meeting calling for presentation of the 

residential parking study.  Responding to public input 

requesting to know how all the studies interrelate, and to the 

Council resolution, staff has put together the draft timeline to 

make clear how these studies will be brought to conclusion.  

(Please see attached timeline.) 

 

Commissioner Simon stated that he feels there should be a 

Commission meeting for public input on the draft plan and the 
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Commissioner’s discussion.  He also stated that he would like to 

see the history of what the Commission has done to date on the 

residential parking study. 

 

Commissioner Padgett has stated that the Commission has heard 

from the public case by case. 

 

Commissioner Overby expressed a desire to see the full draft.  

Director Spencer said that the timeline showed that the full 

draft plans would be provided for public comment in mid-October.  

 

The Commission also discussed having more time for public 

comment.  Two weeks is short. 

 

 

Jason from Local Motion stated at walking and biking should be 

amplified in these plans.  He stated at Open Streets event there 

were a couple of bike protected lanes tested out on North 

Winooski Avenue and people seemed to like that idea of biking 

without worrying about getting hit by a car. 

 

ITEM 7 – FY 16 AND FY 17 CAPITAL PLANNING 

 

Martha Keenan reported that the remaining $1.3M GF capital 

funding gap will likely be closed with carry forward funding 

from a positive FY’15 (once the audit for FY’15 is completed).  

Additional capital needs have come up including repairs to the 

brick pavers in front the ECHO Center, repairs to Winooski 

Bridge and flashing beacons.   

 

The FY 17&18 capital plan shows has a projected shortfall of $24 

million dollars.  DPW’s shortfall in FY’17  is projected at 

$4.5M.  Director Spencer stated the Council has charged the 

Board of Finance with recommending ways to close the FY’17 

funding gap by December 2015 and he encouraged Commission 

members to be active in this process moving forward. 

  

ITEM 8 – PDESTRIAN CROSSWALK DESIGN GUIDELINES – Norm Baldwin 

 

Mr. Baldwin gave an overview of staff’s work to develop policies 

for mid-block crossings and enhanced treatments such as 

rectangular rapid flashing beacons (RRFBs).  The commission 

discussed the staff’s recommendation to adopt the state’s 

guidelines at next month’s meeting.  (See video for more 

details.) 

One of the biggest intersections for pedestrian crossing is by 

the rotary – St. Paul Street and So. Willard Street.  This is 

also a high motor vehicle accident location.  The Commission was 

supportive of staff advancing the RRFB installation at the 
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rotary if staff put in writing how it is consistent with the 

state’s guidelines. 

 

Commissioner Alberry stated we need to educate people and 

children by going into the schools educating children of the 

importance of looking both ways before crossing a street and to 

cross at the crosswalk areas. 

 

ITEM 9 – MINUTES 

 

Commissioner Padgett stated that the tape is officially part of 

the minutes. 

 

Commissioner Overby stated that 4.7 was not clear – confusing 

about the handicap spot.  We stated it was okay for one handicap 

spot.   

 

Director Spencer handed out amended copies of the draft minutes 

from the Commission’s July meeting. 

 

Commissioner Archambeau clarified the motion under item #8 was 

to  accept staff’s recommendation with exception that the 

Commission selected the double weave sign to be installed by 

Price Chopper exit onto Route 7. 

 

ITEM 10 – DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Chapin Spencer 

 

We recently had our Employee Appreciation Party which was held 

at Oakledge Beach and all went well.  He congratulated Norm 

Baldwin on his 25 years of service to the city and thanked 

Commission Chair Padgett for attending. 

 

Director Spencer updated the Commission on projects including 

the  – Cliff Street sidewalk, Flynn Avenue sidewalk, pedestrian 

wayfinding signs in downtown, garage capital improvements.  He 

also drew attention to his printed report on the expanded 

regulation of phosphorous in Lake Champlain with the new TMDL 

document.   We have until October 15
th
 for comments and the City 

will be submitting comments. 

 

Assistant Director Baldwin provided an update on the Pine and 

Lakeside intersection improvements.   This project is due to 

start on October 15 with a completion date of January 15.   

 

11.  COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATION 

 

Commissioner Archambeau wanted to congratulate Megan Moir for 

her Integrated Planning presentation.   He asked about the dirt 

pile at Leddy Park.    Staff replied it was a result of the 
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waterfront bike path project and Parks, their consultants and VT 

DEC are working on it. 

 

Commissioner Overby is reading a book called Tactica Urbanism 

and suggested that others read it as well as there are some 

great ideas for trying various things. 

 

Commissioner Simon stated he would like to see a work session 

meeting added in October for residential parking study.  Chair 

Padgett said he would send out a Doodle poll to Commissioners to 

see if they could make this happen. 

 

12.  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

 

Meeting ended at 9:46 p.m. 
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To:  DPW Commissioners 
Fr:  Chapin Spencer, Director 
Re:  Director’s Report 
Date:  October 14, 2015 
 
 
MANAGING PHOSPOROUS & INTEGRATED PLANNING: 

Following up on last month’s update on the EPA’s draft TMDL document regulating phosphorous in 
Lake Champlain, the City has thoroughly reviewed the draft document and will be submitting 
comprehensive comments by tomorrow’s October 15 deadline.  If the letter is ready by the time the 
packet is put together, we will include it in the packet, otherwise we will hand it out at the Commission 
meeting.  A big thank you to Assistant Director Laurie Adams and Stormwater Program Manager Megan 
Moir for leading this effort.  
 

PROCESS FOR PARKING STUDIES 

Based on feedback from the City Council and the DPW Commission, I have finalized the process and 
timeline for completing the downtown and residential parking plans.  Complete draft versions of the plans 
will be online as of Friday, October 16th at www.ParkBurlington.com and there will be a 30 day public 
comment period.  Chair Padgett has asked the Department to warn a special Commission work session for 
Wednesday, October 28 to fully delve into the plans and solicit public feedback.  
 
CAPITAL PROJECTS: 

We are still busy with many construction projects even as the season winds down.  Our construction 
updates are published regularly during the construction season and are posted on Front Porch Forum, 
Facebook, and Twitter and can also be viewed here: 
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW/CONSTRUCTION-UPDATES  
 
CHAMPLAIN PARKWAY UPDATE:  

I provided a comprehensive update to the City Council on the Champlain Parkway for their 10-13-15 
meeting packet.  The update can be reviewed here: http://champlainparkway.com/recent-activity/.  We are 
planning a public information session for November that will offer an opportunity to share current project 
plans and next steps.  It is important to note that this project has advanced beyond the conceptual design 
phase so we will not be seeking input on the design at this meeting.  We will share the date and location 
of the meeting when it is finalized.   
 
ILLICIT DISCHARGE IN NNE FIXED: 

Through staff investigation in early September, we uncovered a private residence that had their sanitary 
sewer directly connected to the City’s stormwater system.  We immediately alerted the homeowner, the 
contractor who built the home, and the VT Department of Environmental Conservation.  Additionally, we 
informed the contractor of their responsibility to fix it.  On September 25th, the contractor excavated and 
redirected the sanitary sewer at the private residence to the sanitary sewer system.  The City will be 
continuing screening activities in the Strathmore neighborhood to ensure that no additional illicit 
connections exist. 
 

FY’17 CAPITAL BUDGET 

As we reported at last meeting, the City faces a substantial gap between capital project needs and 



available funding in the FY’17 General Fund budget.  The current gap for FY’17 is around $8M – a 
significant portion of this gap is from a proposed increase in our street and sidewalk infrastructure 
investment.  Given the Department’s priority to close the capital funding gaps, the Commission expressed 
interest in being involved in the discussions with the Board of Finance and others as the City grapples 
with how to close the funding gap.  I will notify the DPW Chair of the November Board of Finance 
meetings.  We will be likely coming to the Commission with an update in November as well. 
 
As always, feel free to reach out with any questions.  See you next Wednesday!  
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Burlington City Council 

Fr:  Chapin Spencer, Director 

Re: Timeline for Parking & Transportation Plans 

 

October 6, 2015 

 

 

Thank you for giving me time at your September 21, 2015 City Council meeting to run through 

the draft timeline for completing the parking and transportation plans currently underway – 

and to get your feedback.   

 

Your guidance was very helpful.  The main message I heard from Councilors was a desire to 

extend the period for public comment to a full 30 days.  We have accommodated this 

suggestion in the attached timeline.   

 

We will be doing additional outreach beyond what is listed on the timeline.  Today we 

confirmed a short presentation at the October Police Commission meeting.  If you have other 

ideas for outreach, please feel free to contact me.  

 

The timeline has been posted on DPW’s homepage and on the ParkBurlington website.  In the 

coming week we will be provide a link to this timeline in a city-wide Front Porch Forum post. 

 

The drafts for each plan will be available for public review and feedback on Friday, October 16th 

on the ParkBurlington website (www.ParkBurlington.com).  

 

Let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you.  

 

 

CC:  Public Works Commission 

 



Timeline	
  for	
  Parking	
  and	
  Transportation	
  Plans	
  
Version	
  10/5/15

The	
  documents	
  referenced	
  above	
  can	
  be	
  reviewed	
  at	
  www.ParkBurlington.com.

Date	
   Downtown	
  Parking	
  &	
  
Transportation	
  Plan Residential	
  Parking	
  Plan TDM	
  Action	
  Plan Report	
  on	
  Parking	
  Requirements	
  

for	
  Downtown	
  Development

7/15/15

8/10/15 City	
  Council:	
  Presentation	
  on	
  draft	
  
plan

9/8/15
City	
  Council:	
  Resolution	
  calling	
  for	
  
presentation	
  and	
  public	
  forum	
  on	
  

the	
  residential	
  plan	
  passed

9/16/15

9/21/15

10/5/15

10/16/15 Full	
  draft	
  document	
  is	
  online	
  for	
  
public	
  review

Full	
  draft	
  document	
  is	
  online	
  for	
  
public	
  review

Full	
  draft	
  document	
  is	
  online	
  for	
  
public	
  review

Week	
  of	
  
10/19/15 4th	
  Advisory	
  Cmte	
  Mtg

10/21/2015	
  or	
  
10/28/15

10/26/15

10/27/15

Late-­‐Oct	
  /	
  	
  	
  	
  
Early	
  Nov Public	
  forum	
  on	
  draft	
  plan

11/3/15

11/15/15

12/1/15 Parking	
  Advisory	
  Cmte	
  sends	
  final	
  
draft	
  to	
  City	
  Council,	
  posted	
  online Final	
  draft	
  plan	
  is	
  posted	
  online Final	
  plan	
  is	
  posted	
  online

12/7/15 City	
  Council:	
  Votes	
  to	
  accept	
  plan

12/16/15 DPW	
  Commission:	
  Votes	
  to	
  accept	
  
plan

Dec.	
  2015
Planning	
  Commission:	
  Presentation	
  
on	
  downtown	
  parking	
  zoning	
  report	
  

recommendations

Jan.	
  2016
City	
  Council:	
  Presention	
  on	
  

downtown	
  parking	
  zoning	
  report	
  
recommendations

DPW	
  Commission:	
  Presentation	
  on	
  downtown	
  and	
  residential	
  plans

City	
  Council:	
  Presentation	
  and	
  feedback	
  on	
  proposed	
  process

DPW	
  Commission:	
  Presentation	
  and	
  feedback	
  on	
  proposed	
  process

DPW	
  Commission:	
  Overview	
  of	
  how	
  all	
  plans	
  interrelate	
  and	
  update	
  on	
  residential	
  plan	
  (TBD)

Distribute	
  final	
  process	
  and	
  timeline	
  information	
  to	
  public

End	
  of	
  public	
  comment	
  period

Parks	
  Commission:	
  Presentation	
  on	
  downtown	
  and	
  residential	
  plans

City	
  Council:	
  Presentation	
  on	
  residential	
  plan	
  and	
  how	
  other	
  plans	
  interrelate,	
  public	
  forum

Planning	
  Commission:	
  Presentation	
  on	
  downtown,	
  residential	
  and	
  TDM	
  plans
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Burlington City Council 

 Public Works Commission  

Fr:  Chapin Spencer, Director 

Re: Update on the Champlain Parkway Project 

 

October 7, 2015 

 

 

This memo is a follow up on Champlain Parkway activities since the November 2014 and February 2015 

updates I provided to the City Council.  At the last Board of Finance meeting, the Board unanimously 

recommended Council approval of the 5th amendment to our Cooperative Agreement with the State of 

Vermont for the Champlain Parkway.  As the Council takes action on this amendment, City staff wants to 

make sure you have a comprehensive project update on this key 2.5-mile transportation investment.   

 

In 2015, the project has achieved a legal milestone, the DPW Commission lowered the speed limit along 

the project corridor, and the design continues to advance in ways that reflect the public input we’ve 

received along this corridor.  Today’s two-lane, multi-modal design that includes significant stormwater, 

bike/pedestrian, and traffic calming components is a dramatic departure from the project’s distant 

origins and will complement and foster the ongoing vitality of the South End well into the future.  

Specifically, this project will:    

• Build a new 25-mph City street between Home Avenue and Lakeside Avenue that will expand 

South End connectivity. 

• Construct 1.5 miles of new shared-use path in the South End – creating a continuous shared-use 

path from the border of South Burlington at Queen City Park Road to Pine & Kilburn where new 

buffered bike lanes will connect to downtown on Pine Street up to Maple Street.  

• Reduce truck and commuter traffic through the Home Avenue, Flynn Avenue, and Champlain 

School neighborhoods – allowing for future street redesign opportunities in those areas. 

• Install two major stormwater features that together with other project components will 

improve stormwater management over current conditions. 

• Install new sidewalk, pedestrian signals, and transit shelters. 

• Complement the Railyard Enterprise Project’s multi-modal connectivity between Pine Street and 

Battery Street so that there will be more connections between downtown and the South End. 

 

Is this project perfect?  No, it isn’t.  It has been challenging for many Administrations to work within the 

project’s original Purpose & Need and re-create the Champlain Parkway into a more modern, 

pedestrian-oriented investment for the City’s future – but we’ve made tremendous progress – including 



recently as you’ll see below.  We must all remember that the ideas that can’t feasibly be added into the 

Champlain Parkway project can be pursued as separate projects.  This was done with the community’s 

desire to better connect Pine Street with Battery Street when the Railyard Enterprise Project was 

launched in 2012 (more information at www.ccrpcvt.org).  It was done with the construction of sidewalk 

improvements and the installation of six crosswalks and Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons along Pine 

Street.  It was done with the Pine & Lakeside intersection improvements underway now.  Our City is 

constantly evolving and its transportation and infrastructure needs must respond to these changes.  

 

Permit Milestone:  

• In August 2015, the City received a favorable VT Supreme Court ruling on the last outstanding 

appeal of the project’s Act 250 permit.  The Act 250 permit is now final and authorizes 

construction of the project with 39 permit conditions.  Conditions of note include post-

construction traffic monitoring of a number of intersections including Parkway/Lakeside, 

Pine/Locust and Pine/Howard.   

 

Speed Limits: 

• At its May 20th meeting, the DPW Commission unanimously agreed to set a 25 mph speed limit 

north of Home Avenue (down from 35 mph) to be consistent with the City-wide speed limit.  

The Commission also voted to drop the speeds more quickly between I-189 and Home Avenue 

as the Champlain Parkway transitions from a highway to a City street.  

 

Design Details: 

• Earlier this year, the City compiled previous public input and obtained VTrans consent to 

develop design details that will further enhance safety for all modes along the project corridor – 

with a focus on the Pine Street portion of the project.      

• The proposed features include raised intersections, bump-outs, new bike lanes, transit shelters, 

and more pedestrian-friendly intersections. 

• VTrans has agreed to incorporate these features into the project as long as they do not 

unreasonably impact the project’s cost, permits, or timeline.  

• The City is now working with the project consultant CHA to incorporate these elements into the 

project plans.  

• We are also preparing visuals for the current designs and will present them at the public 

informational meeting in late October or November.  

 

Upcoming Public Meetings:  

• To keep the community well-informed on the project’s status, share the latest design details, 

and to answer any questions, we will be hosting an informational meeting on the project in late 

October or November.  Once the date and time are finalized, we will widely publicize this 

opportunity.  It is important to make clear that the project must be constructed as permitted.  

This public meeting will be to provide updates and answer questions – but not to provide design 

input as we are beyond that stage of the process.  

• We would also welcome the opportunity to present a similar project update with current project 

plans to the full City Council should it be requested.   

• We’ve continued to provide periodic updates to the Ward 5 Neighborhood Planning Assembly – 

the last presentation was on March 19, 2015.  

 

Next Steps and Timeline:  

- Complete further soil characterization work along project corridor 



- Review, approval, refinement of project engineering plans to finalize areas necessary for 

permanent and temporary right-of-way 

- Develop soil management plan for the project 

- Acquire any additional areas needed for right-of-way 

- Complete Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Study (FSEIS) re-evaluation and permit 

extensions / amendments 

- Refine project plans to construction level of detail 

- Bid project 

- Construct project (estimated duration is two full construction seasons, with a fall 2018 

construction start) 

 

RELATED PROJECT UPDATES:  

While we are working hard to advance the Champlain Parkway, we are also advancing many other 

projects within or adjacent to the project corridor including:   

 

Pine & Lakeside Intersection Improvements: This fall and winter, we will be investing in a 

comprehensive upgrade to the Pine & Lakeside intersection that will include new mast arm traffic signal 

equipment, installation of pedestrian signals, new ADA compliant concrete sidewalks, and relocation of 

a commercial driveway.   

 

Railyard Enterprise Project:  The goal of this project to improve connectivity for all modes between Pine 

Street and Battery Street while also looking to expand economic opportunities in adjacent areas and 

improve access to the railyard.  After two years of collaborative work and reviewing dozens of project 

alternatives, the project Steering Committee on October 29th will be reviewing three proposed 

alternatives to bring forward into a federal permitting process called an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS).  Once the Steering Committee votes to advance these alternatives, we will be 

presenting the alternatives to the DPW Commission and the City Council later this year.  

 

King & Maple Neighborhood Traffic Calming Effort:  We have presented conceptual plans for traffic 

calming / neighborhood enhancement at a recent neighborhood meeting and are gathering input now.  

We seek to develop a final plan this winter.    

 

Champlain School Pedestrian Improvements:  This Safe Routes to School grant funded project will 

install new sidewalk on Birchcliff Parkway and improve pedestrian crossings at three neighborhood 

intersections on Locust Street and Birchcliff Parkway.   

 

Many of these projects have been advanced with strong support from our partners at the Chittenden 

County Regional Planning Commission, the Vermont Agency of Transportation, and the Federal Highway 

Administration, and we thank them for their ongoing support.  

 

I hope this update has been helpful.  Feel free to contact me (cspencer@burlingtonvt.gov) to discuss any 

of this in further detail.  

 

 

CC:  Michele Boomhower, Director of PPAID, VTrans 

 Wayne Davis, Project Manager, VTrans 

 Rob Sikora, Environment & Right-of-Way Program Manager, FHWA 

 Norman Baldwin P.E., Assistant Director and City Engineer, Burlington DPW 

 David Allerton P.E., Engineer, Burlington DPW 


